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International Council of Chemical 
Associations (ICCA)…

• The worldwide voice of the chemical industry (53 chemical 
industry associations, e.g., ABIQUIM, ACC, CEFIC and its national 
industry associations, JCIA, etc.)

http://www.icca-chem.org

• Represents:
• Chemical producers and users in 53 countries operating on 6 

continents.

• More than 75% of the total volume of chemicals produced and traded 
globally. 

• Focused on 3 priorities:
• Chemicals Policy and Health  

• Energy and Climate Change  

• Responsible Care®
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ICCA GLOBAL PRODUCT 
STRATEGY
What is the ICCA Global Product Strategy (GPS)?
• A bold, voluntary initiative of the global chemical 

industry to improve industry product stewardship 
practices and performance, particularly in developing 
countries.

• Taken together with the Global Responsible Care 
Charter, GPS represents the chemical industry’s 
contribution to help achieve the Strategic Approach to 
International Chemicals Management.

Vision Statement
“…by 2020, chemicals are produced and used in 

ways that minimize significant adverse impacts 
on human health and the environment.”
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ICCA’s Response to Societal 
Concerns
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ICCA Challenge – Implement the 
Global Product Strategy (GPS)

• GPS is critical to the reputation of the 
chemical industry

• GPS was launched at the Dubai UNEP 
conference in Feb. 2006 to increase public 
confidence

• All major chemical companies accepted 
the obligation to put GPS into practice

• ICCA committed GPS as contribution to
the UN SAICM process

• Positive feedback by UNEP
• External review process through                                 

ICCM-2 Conference May 11-15, 2009 

• .... Challenged to accelerate industry 
progress!
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ICCA GLOBAL PRODUCT 
STRATEGY

Key Components
• Product Stewardship Guidelines and a Management System 

for implementation

• Base set of hazard and exposure information adequate to 
conduct risk assessment for all chemicals in commerce

• Risk assessment/risk management framework

• Improved transparency and flow of health and safety 
information to governments, industry and the public

• Capacity building for small and medium sized companies 
and governments in developing countries

• Partnerships between industry, IGOs and NGOs to achieve 
SAICM objectives

• Principles to guide industry advocacy on chemicals 
management regulations
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Global Product Strategy – Product 
Safety Summaries

• Improved access to hazard, exposure and risk 
information for better risk management decisions. 

• Relatively easy for the public to comprehend.

• Flexibility to meet regional needs.

• Currently more than 1300 GPS Safety Summaries are    
already available on company websites 

(http://reporting.responsiblecare-
us.com/Search/PSSummarySearch.aspx)

• Does NOT replace Safety Data Sheet
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Example of a Dow Product Safety 
Assessment (TDI)
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GPS Capacity Building Workshops

2008
2009
2010
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2008:
Colombia: October (Dow Speaker: Rita Carvalho)

Argentina: September (Dow Speaker: Erika Tada)

2009:
Argentina: September (Dow Speakers: Rita Carvalho & 

Maricel Levaggi)

Chile: October 2009 (Dow Speaker: Rita Carvalho)

2010:
Planned in Brazil: (Dow Speaker – TBD)

ICCA GPS / PS Workshops in Latin 
America
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Capacity building workshops
Sample Agenda
• Introductions and Purpose

• Overview of Global Product Strategy and Implementation 
Plan

• ICCA Product Stewardship Guidelines

• Business Value of Product Stewardship

• Product Stewardship in Action

• Assessing and Managing Chemical Risks 

• Overview of Hazard, Exposure and Risk Assessment

• Case Study I 

• Case Study II

• Summary and Wrap-up
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GPS Implementation till 2020
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Global Regulatory 
landscape 
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Weight of Global Regulatory 
Developments is becoming 
overwhelming…….

EU REACh

Turkey

China
Japan

Canada

US 
EPA

TSCA

Korea
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Principles for effective chemical 
management policy

• Must increase public confidence.

• Combine robust government regulation and enforcement with 
voluntary industry initiatives.

• Based on risk and not hazard alone.

• Chemicals should be screened to determine further information 
needs applying a tiered, risk-based approach.

• Should leverage existing, available information.

• Safety is a shared responsibility between government, industry, 
the value chain and consumers.

• The chemical industry must be accountable for sharing 
scientific data and safety information.

• Should promote data quality and transparency and promote 
access to useful information by all interested parties.



165 July 2010

References to “Dow” mean The Dow Chemical Company and its consolidated subsidiaries unless otherwise expressly noted

Thank You.


